USHA AKELLA
POET

11103 Yucca Drive, Austin, Texas 78759.

Tel: 914-260-6371.

email: usha.akella11@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009858731895
2018 HIGHLIGHTS
*MSt in Creative Writing, Cambridge University, UK, completed in October 2018.
* The Waiting [Poetry, Book], New Delhi, India: Sahitya Akademi Press, 2018. (Sahitya 

    Akademi is India’s highest Literary authority.)
* Attended International Poetry Fest in Trois-Rivières, Quebec.
*Organized Matwaala Poetry Fest, NYC Sep 25 & 26 2018.

*Participated in Beyond Bollywood, Austin. Smithsonian project.
*3rd runner up, Public Poetry Contest, Houston. 
2014-‘17 HIGHLIGHTS

*Matwaala, South Asian Diaspora Poetry Festival, Edition 2, Long Island/New York City: Co- Director. Readings at AAWW, Nassau Community College, Gallery North.
* Invitation to Helicon Poetry Festival, Israel (unattended).
2016 

* MSt Creative Writing, Cambridge University, UK. Commencement, Michaelmas 2016, Graduate in 2018.
* Ars Poetica, Slovakia, Festival of Poetry: Invited poet

* London Readings: House of Lords, UK. Org by Word Masala; Nehru Center; Yurt
   Salon.

* Milwaukee Readings: Jazz Gallery, & UWM Special Collections Library.
2015 
* Book Readings for ‘Rosary of Latitudes: Texas A&M, Austin Community College,
   Half Price Books, Austin, Raindrop Turkish Centers in Austin & Houston. 

* Winner, Open Road Review Poetry Prize

* Poetry Caravan Day (Jan 7th) proclamation by Austin mayor made on Dec 17, 2015.

* The Rosary of Latitudes. Book. Published by Transcendent Zero Press, Houston.

* MATWAALA, Organizer, First South Asian Diaspora Poets Festival, Festival Director,   
   Aug 2015, Austin, TX.
* Launch, Poetry Caravan, Austin chapter.

* Proclamation by Austin Mayor confirming Cultural Ambassadorship.

* Participant, Hyderabad Literary Festival 2015.
* Creative Writing Workshop, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Hyderabad.

* Board member appointment, Dialogue Institute.
* Editor, Diaspora issue, www.museindia.com.
2014
* Invitation to Helicon Poetry Festival, Israel, Dec 2014 (Invited. Fest cancelled.)
*Invitation to participate: Struga Poetry Evenings, Macedonia 2014 (Invited. Attended.) 
*Kistrect Festival 2014 (Kenya) (Invited. Not attended.)

*“Curtea de Argeş Poetry Nights” 2014 (Romania) (Invited. Not attended.)

*Awarded A&E Grant for writers.
*Reading, World Bank, DC

EDUCATION
2016. MSt. Creative Writing, Cambridge University, UK; (Graduate in 2018)
1996. M.A. Publications Design, GPA: 3.89, University of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD.
(concentration in creative writing)               

1989. M.A. English, First Class, (Grade A), Hyderabad Central University, India.
1987. B.A. English, First Class, St. Francis Degree College, Hyderabad, India.
LANGUAGES
Spoken: English, Telugu & Hindi.
Writing and Reading: English, Hindi &French.
Diploma: French.
BOOKS/CHAPBOOKS
2019. Akella, Usha, The Waiting [Poetry, Book], New Delhi, India: Sahitya Akademi Press, 2019.
2017. Akella, Usha, Ordinary [Poetry, Chapbook], India: Aainanagar & Vayavya Presses.
2015. Akella, Usha, The Rosary of Latitudes [Poetry and Prose, Book], Houston: Transcendent Zero Press, 2015, Pages 196, $20.00, ISBN 13:978-0-9962704-0-3/10: 099627040X.    

2013. Akella, Usha, Come back to me old and gray [Poetry, e-Chapbook], Macedonia: http://off.net.mk/knigoteka/usha-akela-vrati-mi-se-star-i-pobelen, 2013, Pages 34.
2012. Akella, Usha, Ek, An English Musical on the Life of Shri Shirdi Sai Baba [Musical drama, Book/Script], New Delhi, India: Sterling Publishers, 2012, Pages 80, Rs.75, ISBN: 978 81 207 6842 0. US Premier: 2012, Austin & Houston & India Premier: 2017, Zorba Theater, New Delhi.

2008. Akella, Usha, A Face that does not bear the footprints of the world [Poetry, Book], Calicut, India: Monsoon Editions, 2008, Pages 83, Rs. 125, ISBN: 81 904289 3 4.

(Book Launch at Rumi International Poetry Festival, Calicut University, India & Goethe Zentrum, Hyderabad, India by Poet Shiv K. Sharma)

2000.  Akella, Usha, …Kali Dances, So Do I… [Poetry, Book], Hyderabad, India: Authors and     Writers India Ltd. 1999/2003, Pages 58, Rs.75, ISBN 81-87738-03-0

 (Book Launch at Asian American Writer’s Workshop, New York City.)
ANTHOLOGIES

2014. Edt by Menka Shivdasani, Anthology of Contemporary Indian Poetry II: http://bigbridge.org/BB18/poetry/indianpoetryanthology/indian-poetry-anthology-contents.html

2014 Edt by Dr. Nandini Sahu, Suvarnarekha, An Anthology of Indian Women Poets Writing in English, India: The Poetry Society of India, 2014, Pages 100, Rs. 480, ISBN-10: 9383888075/ ISBN-13: 978-9383888078.
2013 Edt by Dr. Vivekanand Jha, The dance of the peacock, Indo/English Poetry, Ontario: Hidden Brook Press, 2013, Pages 519, $ 26.95, ISBN:  978 1 927725 00 9.
2012. Edt by Sudeep Sen, The Harper Collins Book of English Poetry, India: Harper Collins India, 2012, Pages 542, Rs. 599, ISBN 978-93-5029-041-5.

2011. Edt by Azam Abidov, The Language of the Birds. International Poetry Anthology, Uzbekistan. Taffakur, 2011, Pages 256, ISBN 978-9943-372-41-2.

2005. Edt by Usha Akella, en(compass): The Poetry Caravan Anthology, Yuganta Press, Connecticut, 2005, Pages 147, $10.00, ISBN: 0 938999 20 6.

THEATER

‘Ek, An English musical on the life of Shirdi Sai Baba. Producer, Vision and Script.

Austin Show: Feb 18th. Houston Show: May 2012.  www.ekmusical.org.
Indian premiere: October 2017, Zorba Theater.

PUBLICATIONS IN LITERARY JOURNALS
POETRY
2018
2018. Life and Legends, http://lifeandlegends.com/usha-akella/, General bazaar, This is 
          where the hair fell, Witch
2018. Modern English Poems by Indians, ed. Sudeep Sen, Sahitya Akademi Publications, 

          Scuttlebutt, This is just to say, Insomnia.
2017
2017. Hans Newspaper, Every morning the yard, Hans Newspaper, June 11, 2017.

2017. Advaitha, Birthday poem, Reading the South American poets, Method of hand- 
washing.

2017.   Indian English Poets Anthology, Viswabharati Research Centre, Latoor,                                            

            Ordinary. Various Sufi poems.
2016

2016. The Statesman, Ordinary, On the broken line, Storm, Scuttlebutt (acrostic), 

          Un named, Every morning, the yard, Poems I can’t write, A Brahmin niyogi       

          Niyogi woman to a white woman, Rise
2016. Confluence, Ican’t/won’t write like a white male poet,

          http://www.confluence.mobi/culture/i-cantwont-write-like-a-white-male-poet/
2015
2015. Open Road Review, Tomorrow’s poem, Winner, poetry contest.

           https://www.openroadreview.com/2015/11/01/tomorrows-poem-by-usha-akella/
2015. museindia.com, Sakhi, Issue 61, May-Jun 2015.
2015. Publications in various journals. Credited in book ‘Rosary of Latitudes.’

2015. Word Masala Anthology, Turmeric Hue, A lot of light because, Lemon basil,  
          Computer sky, One, The season passes.

2015. The India Quarterly, Hyderabad Monsoon.
2015. Underground flowers, The city in which to find my beloved, Another image for  

           Pyramids.

2015. www.bigbridge.org, Jerusalem, Bridges of Struga.

2015. Walt Whitman’s Cookbook Anthology, The last course.

2015. www.museindia.com, May-June, 2015: Het Achterhuis, Gethsemane, Bethlehem,
         Pigeons in St. Marks Square, Recollecting Matisse’s Jeanette.

2015. www.coldnoon.com, 2015: Urs al-Bahar, Rossebuurt, one snapshot, Umbrellas, 

          Rainbow, Ripe fig.
2015. www.northeastreview.com, Jan-Mar, 2015: The post office with many countries, 
          The city in which I want to find my beloved.
2011-2014
Poems in various International festival anthologies

2011

2011. Uzbek anthology on Birds, It is spring, Botero’s birds, Tomorrow’s poem
2011. Indian Literature, The Sahitya Academy Journal, I will not bear you sons.

2011. Kavya Bharathi, Name crossed out in red.
2010

2010. Nimrod International, Bride, Love is fertile, Love is fallen leaves.
2010. International Gallerie, Sermon on Mt. Beverly.
2011. Texas Poetry Calendar Review, Thirteen ways of looking at the sea. 
2010. Borderlands, Late March in Austin. 

2010. Blesok, Selected Sufi poems.

2010. IUP Journal of Commonwealth Lit, Reversal, India give me a poem, It is Spring. 

2010. Word Masala, UK, Quite Simply, Newborn calf, Snowman, 39 South Road.

2010. Kavya Bharathi, Kalishta monastery, Raining elephants, The post office with many  

          countries.
2010. Texas Poetry Calendar Review, Concoction.
2009

2009. Medellin Poetry Festival, Spanish translations, Iraq, where are your arms, The post 
          office with many countries, Gulsoma, Late march in Austin, Piano keys etc.,

2009. Bitter Oleander, Yesterday’s poem
2009. Drunken Boat, Iraq, where are your arms?

2009. Uzbek anthology, Fish and snake, Ravana
2008

2008. Ciclo, Mexico, Selected Poems
2008. Dhauli Review, Selected Sufi poems
2008. Indian Literature, The Sahitya Academy Journal, Selected poems

2008. museindia.com,  New born calf and selected poems

2008. urhalpool.com, The trees wore bangles, Song for Gulsoma

2008. Dhauli review, St. Naum, True to the Lake, Method of Hand Washing, Raining 

          Elephants, It is Spring, Kalishta Monastery.

2007
2007. Blesok, European web journal, Selected poems

2007. Days of Poetry and Wine, Medana, Slovenia Anthology, How to read a poem, 

          Reading a flower and other selected poems.

2007. Visions International, India give me a poem.
2007. Borderlands, The post office with many countries.
2007. Calicut International Book Fair journal, The post office with many countries, 
          Bollywood bonanza, Snowman.

2008. AIPF Anthology, 5 a.m.

2007. Chanel 6, Snowman.

2007. Kavya Bharati, Bollywood Bonanza, Turmeric Hue.

2006
2006. Blesok (Europe), Piano Keys, How to write a poem, Quite simply, Tea for two, 
         Reading a flower.
2006. Houston Poetry Fest 2006, Anthology, Selected poems.
2006. Struga Poetry Festival, 2006 Who’s Who, This is not my body.
2006. Borderlands, Piano Key.s
2006. Farfelu, Pigs & Geese.
2006. Ardent! Fall in Austin.
2006. DiVerseCity, AIPF 2006, Tea for two.

2006. MuseIndia, Tea for Two, Method of Hand washing, Child poem, New born calf, 
          Reading a flower, First gong, Turning every corner for you.
2006. momswritersmag, The thirteenth month.
Prior 2006
* en(compass), Child poem, Girl, Fahnestock beach.

*Monolid, March 2002, 2 Sufi poems untitled
*Deus Locci, 10 Sufi poems- The face that does not bear the footprints of the world, Etched in Light, Do you know, Calling, Because your footprints, Shuffling cards, Yes!Yes!, The Dervish Dances, Calligraphy, The Light within the light.

*Catamaran, Calling.

*Families, The Faces of Shakti, 4 poems, Spring, summer, Autumn, Winter.
*The Cumberland Review, No.
*The Maryland Poetry Review,  The B.H.E.L. Vegetable Market.
*The Crab Orchard Review, Tataguru. 

*The Pearl, My Father Sang. 

*The Dancing Shadow Review, Begging Bowl, On the Streets of Hyderabad. 

*Deus Locci: Not Merely in Dakshineshwar.
*Lite, The B.H.E.L. Vegetable Market.

*Welter, Vampir.e
*A Thousand Worlds-an Anthology of Indian Woman Writers, Rite of Passages.
*Emily Dickinson Contest Journal, ‘e.’, One Hears (Pushcart nominee)
*Link, v4 Spring 2000: At the Atrium, Hyatt Hotel, San Francisco.

PROSE ARTICLES

2016 The Statesman. http://www.thestatesman.com/news/supplements/forging- 

          faces/157318.html. Forging Faces. Jul 31, 2016.

2016 India Currents. Pomegranates and Potatoes. Feb 19, 2016.
2015 Anti Serious, www.antiserious.com: Mother Land.
2015 Anti Serious, May-Jun. My daughter turns six.

2015 Hum Magazine, Jan-Feb. Harmony is the flour, Love is the yeast.
2014. http://levurelitteraire.com/kulturenglish-2/ Struga Poetry Evenings 2014. 
2014. India Currents. Waving stars and warning stripes. Aug 2014.
TRAVEL ARTICLES

2012. Asian Outlook, Houston, June Issue, Istanbul.
2010. Swagat, Air India in-flight magazine, Sept Issue, San Fransisco.
2010. Indian Express, Sep 26, Sun, Of cheese, pottery, tulips and art, (Delft & 

          Alkmaar, The Netherlands.)
2010. Indian Express, Sep 5, Van Gogh in the city of museums, (Amsterdam).
2010. Indian Express, July 25, Sun, Mango and muddy monsoon, (San Fransisco).
2010. Indian Express, May 9, Sun, Papaya sunset in bat city, (Austin).
2010. Indian Express, Mar 14, Sun, In the capital of words and lit fire, (Nicaragua).
2009. Indian Express, Sep 6, Sun, Carpet of dream and magic, (Medellin, Colombia).
2007. Borderlands, Struga Poetry Evenings, (Macedonia).
PROSE/MAGAZINE/NEWSPAPER ARTICLES
2016. India Currents, ‘Pomegranates and Potatoes’, Feb 2016.
2014. Blesok, ‘Can’t color it away’, Blesok no. 98, September-October, 2014.
2014. Levure littéraire, http://levurelitteraire.com/, ‘Struga Poetry Evenings?’

2014. Imantra, Ezine, India, ‘Can one be spiritual without being ritualistic?’

2014. India Currents, ‘Waving stars and warning stripes.’

           https://www.indiacurrents.com/articles/2014/09/11/waving-stars-and-warning-stripes
INVITEE, INTERNATIONAL POETRY FESTIVALS
2019. Bucharest Intl Poetry Fest, Romania, May.
2018. Trois Riviere Poetry Fest, Canada.
2016. Ars Poetica, Slovakia, November.
2016. House of Lords, UK. Word Masala Award winner poets.
2016. Nehru Center & Yurt Café, London, UK.

2015. Hyderabad Literary Festival.

2014. Helicon Poetry Festival, Israel. Invited/Unattended
2014. Struga Poetry Evenings, Macedonia, Invited/Attended.
2014. Kistrech Poetry Festival, Kenya, Invited/Unattended.

2014. Curtea de Arges Poetry Nights, Romania, Invited/Unattended.

2011. Siir Festival, Istanbul.
2010. Rothko chapel, Houston. Accompanied by Steve Gorn. Sufi poems in English.

2010. Kolkata Book Fair

2010. Nicaragua Poetry Festival, Granada.
2010. Curtea de Arges Poetry Nights, Romania, Invited/Unattended.

2009. Ubud Writers Festival, Indonesia, Invited/Unattended.
2009. Medellin Poetry Festival, Colombia 

2008. Festival de la Palabras, Mexico City
2008. Festival of Humanities, Oaxaca, Mexico. 

2007. Calicut International Book Fair, Kerala, India
2007. Medana, Days of poetry and wine, Slovenia.
2007. Austin International Poetry Festival, Featured reader.
2006. Struga Poetry Evenings, Republic of Macedonia.

2006. Houston Poetry Fest, Juried Poet

2000. Artwallah, L.A, 

2000. Jagriti, Boston.
FOUNDER, THE POETRY CARAVAN

The Poetry Caravan was launched in October 2003 as an initiative of the Town of Greenburgh, Westchester county, NY. Provides free poetry readings and workshops to audiences in senior centers, women shelters, healthcare facilities etc. Through December 2010 the caravan will have offered over 900 readings and approximately 20 workshops.

Poetry Caravan, Austin chapter was launched in January 2015. A young caravan was launched in Summer 2010 for a year with kids offering poetry and music to various centers. Through December 2014 the adult caravan will have offered 50 readings. January 7th 2016 proclaimed as Poetry Caravan Day.
POETRY READINGS
2018
2018. Beyond Bollywood, Smithsonian Exhibit, Austin.

2016

2016. House of Lords, UK. Org by Word Masala; Nehru Center; Yurt Salon- London.

2016. Book Woman.

2016. Ars Poetica, Slovakia.

2012-2015
2015. ‘Rosary of Latitudes’ Book signing and reading: Matwaala Poetry Festival.

2015. ‘Rosary of Latitudes’ Book signing and reading: Texas A &M.

2015. ‘Rosary of Latitudes’ Book signing and reading: Austin Community College.

2015. Houston Reading Series for ‘Rosary of Latitudes’: NOKturne, Half Price Books, 

          UHCL Library, Kaboom Books, Raindrop Turkish Center.                                             
2015. Hyderabad Literary Festival.

2014. Struga Poetry Evenings, Macedonia, Various venues.

2014. Magar Bookstore, Skopje.

2014. Local readings, Austin.

2013. Public Poetry, Houston.
2011

2011. Siir Poetry Festival, Istanbul, Turkey.

2011. Selcuk University, Konya, Turkey.

2010

2010. Rothko chapel, Houston. Accompanied by Steve Gorn. Sufi poems in English.
2010. Nicaragua Poetry Festival, Granada.

2010. Kolkata Book Fair. Readings with Anne Waldman and Meena Alexander.
2010. Kolkata, Sahitya Academy (India’s highest literary body). Readings with 
          Anne Waldman and Meena Alexander.
2010. Kolkata, 1. Calcutta University 2. Burdwan University 3. Lady Brabourne 
          College.). Readings with Anne Waldman and Meena Alexander.
PRIOR 2009

2008.  Book Woman, Austin, Visions International at University of Texas, Austin.

2008. Sam Houston University, Texas. 

2008. Austin Community College.

2008. India, Book Launch at Rumi International Poetry Festival, Calicut. 

2008. India, Goethe Zentrum.

2008. India, Sahitya Academy Reading at HCU, Hyderabad.

2008. India, Bangalore University.

2008. India, Madras University;

2007. India, St. Anns Degree College, Hyderabad. 
2007. India, Hyderabad University, Hyderabad.

2007. India, Madras University, Chennai.

2007. India, Calicut International Book Fair. 

2007. Austin, Poetry Society of Austin, Austin.
2005. India, The Poetry Society of Hyderabad.

2005. India, Osmania University. 
2005. St. Anns High School. 
2005. St. Francis Degree College. 
2005. UGC Conference on Madhura Bhakti. 
2005. Andhra Mahila Sabha,

2005. PACE College, NY.
2005. Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia.
2005. Omega Institute, Rhinebeck, New York City.

2005. Sufi Books, New York City.

2004. Hudson Valley Writers Center, NY.
2004. Omega Institute, NY.
2004. The Greenburgh Public Library, NY.
2004.  Brooklyn Poets Against War, New York.
2004. AAWW, NYC
2004. Cornelia Street Café, NYC.
‘03-’05. New York. Various Poetry Caravan readings for the disadvantaged for Poetry  

          Caravan.
2001. University of Baltimore.

1999. CUNY, NY.

1999. Halcyon cafe for UN ‘Dialogue among Nations’,

1999. The Telephone Bar, New York City.

1999. South Asian Women’s Creative Collective, New York City.

1999. United Jewish Communities, New York City.

1999. Blue Stockings Women’s book store, New York City.                

1996. Artscape 1996, Baltimore

1997. Artscape 1997. 
1996. Baltimore Book Festival. 

1996. The Jewish Community Center.

1996. Gilman’s High School, Baltimore.

1996. Baltimore Convention Center

1996. Borders Book and Music.

1996. Bibelot Bookstore.

1996. Raven’s Bookstore 
1998. India, The Poetry Society of Hyderabad. 
1998. University of Hyderabad.

1998. M.E.S. College, Bangalore.

EDITORIAL WORK

2009-’15. Yearly Diaspora section in www.museindia.com.
2010. www.museindia.com, Issue Jan-Feb, In Conversation Interview with Ravi Shankar.
          (Diaspora Section Editor.)  
2009. www.museindia.com, Issue Jan-Feb, Selection of US Diaspora Poets.

          (Diaspora Section Editor.)

2007. Borderlands, Texas Poetry Review, Austin/TX, USA, Special feature on  

          contemporary Macedonian poets. (Issue Editor.)
2005. en(compass), The Poetry Caravan Anthology, Stamford/CT, USA, 

          Monsoon Yuganta Press, ISBN 0-938999-20-6. (Editor.)

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOPS

2015. Creative Writing Workshops from home.

2015. Bharatitya Vidya Bhavan, Hyderabad, India.

2014. Creative Writing workshops from home and for Round Rock ISD, Austin.
2013. Creative Writing workshops from home and for Round Rock ISD, Austin. 
2007. Poetry Creative Writing workshops, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Hyderabad.

2008. Indian Society of Authors, Hyderabad.

2005. PACE University, NY. 
1997. Howard Community College, Baltimore, MD.

AUTHOR TALKS/KEYNOTES
2019. TLAN. Power of Words, Keynote.
2016.
IACT, Austin: Guest of honor. Speech.

2015.   Texas A&M: Why Poetry Matters?
2014.   Onam Celebration, Austin, Chief Guest, Keynote.

2013
Raindrop, Turkish Women’s Center keynote: “Why Poetry Matters.”

2013.
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, “Hinduism.”
2013.
Canyon Vista Middle School, “Memoir writing.”
2013.
Laurel Mountain Elementary School, Author visit.
2012
NeTIP, Austin, Diwali, Keynote.

PRESENTATIONS
2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPPgUV61hSY
2008. “Harmony is the flour, Love is the yeast” Rumi International Festival, Calicut, 
           India.
2007. “The Poetry Caravan” AWP, Atlanta.
2007. “Indianization of English,” Calicut Book Fair, Kerala, India.

2007. “Marginalizing Poetry” Calicut Book Fair, Kerala, India.
AWARDS/ HONORS/JUDGING
2018. Public Poetry Contest, third runner up.
2015. Open Road Review, winner, poetry prize.
2012. CAP METRO AUSTIN, ‘Poetry on Wheels’ Project, 2012, Judge.
2011. Nazim Hikmet Award, Siir Festival, Istanbul, Turkey, winner.
2010. Pablo Neruda Award, Nimrod International, finalist.
2006. Wine Poem Award, Struga Poetry Evenings, Macedonia, winner.
2004. Town of Greenburgh, Supporter of the Arts Award.                                                                                                            1998. The Egan Memorial Poetry Contest, Maryland Poetry Review, winner.
1998. Pushcart Prize, nominee.
1998. University of Wisconsin book contest, finalist.
1998. All India Poetry Contest organized by The Poetry Society of India, II place.
1998. Original Poetry Contest, Border’s Bookstore, Columbia, MD, winner.               1998. Autumn Poetry Contest, Border’s Bookstore, Columbia, MD, II place.              1998. Laurence Durrell poetry contest, University of Baltimore, finalist.                     1998. Emily Dickinson national poetry contest, finalist.
PRESS/INTERVIEWS (Interviewee)
2017. https://www.worldliteraturetoday.org/blog/interviews/reviving-identity-travel-conversation-usha-akella-jhilam-chattaraj

2017. http://www.vayavya.in/interview-of-usha-akella-with-nandini-dhar.html

2016. Wagon Magazine, Aug 2016.
2016.  https://cindyhuyser.wordpress.com/2016/08/31/a-virtual-interview-with-usha-akella/
2016. Dustin Pickering, museindia.com, Sep 2016.

          http://www.museindia.com/regularcontent.asp?issid=69&id=6830

2016. Jhelum C, TBA

2016. http://www.thestatesman.com/news/8th-day/helter-by-skelter/99109.html
2016. http://www.thehindu.com/books/literary-review/keki-daruwalla-on-the-concerns-of-our-diasporic- poets/article7742629.ece
2015. KPFT Houston, Interview.

2015. Bol Hyderabad, Radio feature.
2013.  NPR/Public Radio, Houston, KUHF.
2012. http://india-herald.com/ek-english-musical-a-commendable-effort-p2993-1.htm
2012. Radio Interview, Shobha ji’s show, Houston.
2012. Radio Interview, Meena ji’s show, Houston.
2012.  Various Interviews and articles for Houston Based newspapers

2010. www.flyingchickadee.com, August Issue. Interview.

2009. Rio Review, Austin Community College. Interview.
2008. www.museindia.com, Interview.

2008. WOW magazine, Interview.

2008. 040, Feature.

2008. The Indian Express, Feature.

2008. Times of India, Feature.

2005. The Hindu, Oct 2005. 

2005. Times of India, Nov 2005.

2005. News India Times, August. 

2005. New York Times, Mar 6., Feature on Poetry Caravan.

2004. News-India Times, May 8. 

2004. Westchester Woman, May.

2003. The Journal News, Dec 22. 

2003. The Scarsdale Enquirer, Dec 5.

2000. News India Times, Feb.

2000. India Abroad, India in New York, May.

1998. The Times of India, Jan.

INTERVIEWS (as Interviewer)
Usha Akella has interviewed various poets and artists for leading newspapers and magazines.

2016
Keki Daruwalla, poet and novelist, Cha Journal, Issue 32, June 2016. 

2014
ICMCA Interview: Arnab Chatterjee, Sarod player.
2014
Marj Evasco, Phillipines poet, Cha: An Asian Literary journal (July).

2014.   Vinitha Subramanian, dance director, The Hindu (August 8).
2014.
Dr.Afsar Mohammad, Sufi studies, The Hindu (August 1).
2014
Subhash Kak, Indic scholar, The Hindu (Dec 21).
2013
Tihomir Jancovski, poet, Macedonia, www.museindia.com.
2013
Surya Rao, Literary patron and founder Hyd Lit Fest, museindia.com.
2013
Sue Wooton, New Zealand poet, AWP’s The Writers Chronicle.

2012    Dipak Mazumdar, Indo-Swedish Poet, museindia.com.

2012
Nirmal Raja, artist, Asian Outlook.

2012
Kartik Trivedi, artist, Asian Outlook.

2011
Dr. Balamuralikrishna, musician, The Hindu.

2010
Ralph Nazareth, poet, museindia.com.
2009
Ravi Shankar, poet, museindia.com.
                      MEMBERSHIP IN LITERARY/ART/CULTURE SOCIETIES
2014. ICMCA, Austin, Member/Supporter/Architect Interview Project
2014. www.museindia.com, Supporter/Donor/Diaspora Editor.
2013. Austin Poetry Society, Board Member at Large/ Founder, Poetry Caravan.
2010. AIPF, Austin, Supporter/Donor.
2010. Reflections Contest, Committee, LME.
2010. Saheli, South Asian organization for the Prevention of Domestic Abuse, 

          Volunteer/Donor.
2010. India Fine Arts, Member/Supporter/Host.
2008. Kritya Poetry Festival, India, Supporter.
2011  Art Spectrum, Art Camp, Organizer.

2010  Organizer and host, Kartik Trivedi, Art exhibit & Piano Recital. 

VOLUNTEERISM/DONATIONS
Present: Board member, Dialogue Institute.(helped organize the first Turkish-Hindu prayer meeting and dinner.
Present: Donor, Dining for Women (DFW).
Present: Donor, Hindu Charities. (serving under-privileged schools, Austin.)

Present: Donor, The Miracle Foundation.

Present: Educating kids in India.

Present: Donor, Multicultural Refugee Coalition.

2013  
  Pratham, Donor.

2011: 
  Donor, Shirdi Sai Temple

2010
  Founder, Organizer, The Poetry Caravan, NY & Austin.
2010
  Volunteer, Bhutanese Refugee situation, Austin.

AUSTIN/TEXAS CONTRIBUTIONS (Past/Present)
1. Founder, The Poetry Caravan, Austin.

2. Creative Ambassador, Austin 2015.
3. Instructor, Creative Writing for Round Rock Community education, summer programs.

4. Instructor, ACC, Continuing Ed.

5. Instructor, ongoing weekly Creative Writing workshops, from home.

6. Austin city has awarded Usha Akella with grants to travel to the 2007 Medana Poetry Festival, Slovenia and an international festival in Mexico, 2008.

7. Invited poet, AIPF (Austin International Poetry Festival.)

8. Interviewed on KUHF/NPR, Houston.

9. Board member, Austin Poetry Society.

10. Served as judge for ‘Poetry on wheels’ project with Cap Metro.

11. Served as judge for APS contests.

12. Edited Borderlands Texas Poetry Review with a special section on contemporary Macedonian poetry and photography. 

13. Organized readings for Maceodnian poet Nikola Madzirov in Austin.

14. Published in various Austin based journals- Borderlands, Texas Poetry Calendar, AIPF anthology, Farfelu, Ardent! Etc.

15. Read at various Texas/Austin venues such as Rothko chapel, Sam Houston University, Austin Community College, Houston’s Public Poetry, Houston Poetry Fest, etc.

16. Usha Akella’s students have participated in AIPF and been published in the youth anthology.

OTHER

Graphic Designer, UJC, New York City.
Editor, Orient Longman, India.

Technical writer, India.

REFERENCES
Will be provided upon request
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